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Chalk

line condition, never in well developed crystals. It derives its name from Chalcedon in Bithynia, near which it is found in abundance. It is harder than steel, and assumes many varieties of form and color, as Agate, Carnelian, Plasma, Onyx, and Sard. The name 'chalcedony' is usually reserved for specimens which are white, gray, or bluish gray in color and translucent.

Chalcedonyx, name given to agates formed of a white opaque chalcedony, alternating with a grayish translucent chalcedony.

Chalchihuitl, a mineral much prized by the ancient Mexicans, considered by some to be a variety of jadeite, and by others a kind of turquoise. It is a green-colored, finegrained stone, and was obtained near Santa Fe.

Chalcidice, peninsula in Macedonia, between the Thermaic (Salonica) and Stry-monic (Rendina) Gulfs, which runs out into the sea in three projecting promontories.

Chalcis, or Egripo, chief town of the island of Eubcea, Egripos, or Negropont, Greece, on the Strait of Euripus, here only 120 ft. wide. In the 7th and 6th centuries B.C. it enjoyed much prosperity. About the end of the 7th century B.C. Chalcis was engaged in a prolonged war with its neighboring city Eretria. In the Middle Ages it was prosperous under the Venetians, who held it for nearly three centuries, until its conquest by the Turks in 1470; p. 20,000.

Chalcis, a typical genus of a large family of hymenopterous insects, not unlike small wasps. The family numbers many thousand species, and has this great importance that the larvae of its members are parasitic in the eggs, larvae, or pupse of other insects.

Chalcocite, a mineral belonging to the copper ores, CuaS, carrying about So per cent, of that metal. It is a black metallic, brittle mineral. See COPPER.

Chalcondylas, or Chalchondylas, Demetrius (1428-1511), Hellenic grammarian, was born at Athens, but took refuge in Italy in 1447. He published his Eroteinata in 1493, and produced the first editions of Homer (1488), Isocrates (1493), and Suidas (1499).

Chalcopyrite, CuFeSa, is an important copper ore, in which the amount of the metal is extremely variable. It is a yellow, metallic mineral, very brittle, resembling common iron pyrite, and is widely distributed. See COPPER.

Chaldaea, a province of Babylon, bounded by the lower course of the Euphrates, the head of the Persian Gulf, and the Arabian

Desert. In r- wider sense the term is applied to the empire of Babylon generally. The Chaldceans were the ruling class at Babylon. See BABYLONIA; ARAM.

Chaldir-gol, the second largest lake in Transcaucasia, 35 m. n. of Kars, 12 m. long, with a maximum breadth of 10 m., and an area of 33 sq. m.

Chaldron, an old measure used in selling coal, containing 36 heaped bushels (= 2^/2 cwt).

Chalet, the wooden hut of the Swiss herdsmen on the mountains. The term is also extended to Swiss dwelling houses generally, and to picturesque villas built in imitation thereof,

Chaleur Bay, an inlet of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, between the Gaspe district of Quebec and New Brunswick, Canada. It is 90 m. from e. to w., and from 12 to 20 m. wide. It was visited by Jacques Cartier in 1535.

Chalfont St. Giles, village, England, in Buckinghamshire; 16 m. s.e. of Aylesbury. Here Milton fled to escape the great plague, and here (1665) he finished his Paradise Lost and wrote part of Paradise Regained; p. 1,700.

Chalgrove, village, England, in Oxfordshire; 10 m. s.e. of Oxford. Here, on June 18, 1643, in a battle between the Royalists and the Parliamentary forces, John Hampden was mortally wounded.

Chaliapin, Feodor Ivanovitch (1873-1938), Russian operatic basso, was born in Kazan. In 1899 he appeared as guest-artist at the Imperial Opera, Moscow. His first appearance in New York was in 1907-8, and after 1921 he became an annual visitor to that city and Chicago. He excelled in the interpretation of Russian types, his most famous role being Boris Godounoff.

Chalice (Latin calix, ca cup'), the vessel containing the wine used in the eucharist. In early Christian times chalices were made of wood, clay, glass, agate, silver, and gold, but gold and silver came at length to be almost exclusively used.

Chalk, a soft, earthy, finely granular variety of limestone, white, grayish white, or yellowish in color. It is an exceedingly pure carbonate of lime, in some cases containing less than one per cent, impurities. Chalk is formed chiefly by sea-bottom accumulations of the shells of small Foraminifera, combined with numerous minute organisms known as coccoliths and rhabdoliths, fragments of moll-uscan shells, the siliceous spicules of sponges, and shells of Radiolaria. Chalk occurs extensively in England, where at Flaznborouglr